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Rwanda

Law determining the Characteristics
and Ceremonies of the National Anthem

Law 19 of 2008

Published in Official Gazette 17 on 27 April 2009

Assented to on 14 July 2008

Commenced on 27 April 2009

[This is the version of this document as it was from 27 April 2009 to 10 March 2013.]

We, KAGAME Paul,

President of the Republic;

THE PARLIAMENT HAS ADOPTED AND WE SANCTION, PROMULGATE THE FOLLOWING LAW AND
ORDER IT BE PUBLISHED IN THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE OF THE REPUBLIC OF RWANDA

THE PARLIAMENT:

The Chamber of Deputies, in its session of 04 April 2008;

Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republic of Rwanda of 04 June 2003 as amended to date, especially in Articles
6, 62, 66, 67, 90, 92, 93, 108, 118, 201 and 202;

Having reviewed the Law n° 45/2001 of 08/12/2001 determining the national Anthem of the Republic of Rwanda;

ADOPTS:

Article One – Scope of the Law

This Law determines characteristics and ceremonies of the national Anthem.

Article 2 – Title of the national Anthem

The title of the national Anthem is “RWANDA NZIZA”.

Article 3 – Verses of the national Anthem

The national Anthem shall consist of four (4) verses described as follows:

The first verse praises the beauty of Rwanda as the common cradle of all Rwandan people and emphasises the
unity of all Rwandan people.

The second verse emphasizes the common characteristics of Rwandans and rwandan values as their common
heritage and the pillar of national development.

The third verse praises all the heroes of Rwanda and their prowesses and emphasizes the strong commitment to
laudable deeds they performed for Rwanda.

The fourth verse calls upon Rwandans to sacrifice themselves for the good of their Country by striving for its
peace to preserve its pride, commitment and role within the concert of nations.
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Article 4 – Text and notes for the national Anthem

The text and notes for the national Anthem are found in Annexes I and II of this Law.

Article 5 – Ceremonies of the national Anthem

The singing of the national Anthem requires ceremonial respect.

When the national Anthem is sung in public, as determined by competent organs, all those present except those
who are not able including people with disabilities shall sing it, while standing in a upright position and at
attention and their arms stretched along their bodie. Those with hats shall remove them except those authorized
to do so by virtue of their positions or religious beliefs in accordance with rules that govern them.

Article 6 – Singing of the national Anthem

The national Anthem shall be sung in its entirety. However, when receiving Heads of States or Governments and
when they leave for their countries, there shall be sung the first and the last verses.

Article 7 – Obligation to know the national Anthem

Any Rwandan with capability as determined by the law shall be required to know the national Anthem. The
foreigner also enjoys the right to know the national Anthem.

Article 8 – Penalties

Without prejudice to the provisions of other laws,

1° Shall be liable to an imprisonment of six (6) month to twelve (12) months and a fine of fifty thousand
Rwandan francs (Rwf 50,000) to one hundred thousand Rwandan francs (Rwf 100,000) or one of those
penalties any person, who wilfully does not respect or desecrate the national Anthem.

2° Shall be liable to an imprisonment of one year to three (3) years and a fine of one hundred thousand
Rwandan francs (Rwf 100,000) to two hundred thousand Rwandan francs (Rwf 200,000) or one of those
penalties any person, who wilfully changes the words or the notes of the national Anthem included in the
appendices I and II of this Law.

3° Shall be liable to an imprisonment of three (3) years to five (5) years and a fine of two hundred thousand
Rwandan francs (Rwf 200,000) to five hundred thousand Rwandan francs (Rwf 500,000) or one of those
penalties any person, who sings any other Anthem while considering it as the national Anthem.

Article 9 – Abrogating provisions

All prior legal provisions contrary to this Law are hereby repealed.

Article 10 – Commencement

This Law Shall come into force on the date of its publication in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Rwanda.

Annex I

Indirimbo yubahiriza igihugu

Rwanda nziza
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1. Rwanda nziza Gihugu cyacu

Wuje imisozi, ibiyaga n’ibirunga

Ngobyi iduhetse gahorane ishya.

Reka tukurate tukuvuge ibigwi

Wowe utubumbiye hamwe twese

Abanyarwanda uko watubyaye

Berwa, sugira, singizwa iteka.

2. Horana Imana murage mwiza

Ibyo tugukesha ntibishyikirwa:

Umuco dusangiye uraturanga

Ururimi rwacu rukaduhuza

Ubwenge, umutima, amaboko yacu

Nibigukungahaze bikwiye

Nuko utere imbere ubutitsa.

3. Abakurambere b’intwari

Bitanze batizigama

Baraguhanga uvamo ubukombe

Utsinda ubukoroni na mpatsibuhugu

Byayogoje Afurika yose

None uraganje mu bwigenge

Tubukomeyeho uko turi twese.

4. Komeza imihigo Rwanda dukunda

Duhagurukiye kukwitangira

Ngo amahoro asabe mu bagutuye

Wishyire wizane muri byose

Urangwe n’ishyaka, utere imbere

Uhamye umubano n’amahanga yose

Maze ijabo ryawe riguhe ijambo.
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Annex II

Amanota y’indirimbo yubahiriza igihugu
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